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Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault I ſee; 


That mercy I to others ſhew, | | - 
That mercy ſhew to me. Pop. 1 
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ANSWER, Ge. 


PROPOSE to offer to the Public a few 
words in anſwer to a Pamphlet entitled, 
« A Genuine and Succinct Narrative (of 
a Scandalous, obſcene, and exceedingly 
profane Libel, called an Eflay on Wo- 
man.“) Written by the Reverend Mr. Kidgell. 


In a free age, like that in which we live, eve- 
ry attempt to diſcourage and ſuppreſs vice and 

immorality, of whatever kind; is certainly not only 
praiſe worthy, but deſerves the thanks, countenance 
and encouragement of every man who wiſhes well to 


ſociety, and who is a true friend to virtue and reli- 
gion, 
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That matters of this fort are more particularly cog- 
nizable by divines, mult alſo be granted. But whether. 
the author of the above Narrative has contributed 
any thing to the good of ſociety, or ſerved the noble 
cauſe of Virtue and Religion, is not quite ſo clear. 


Mr. K---- calls his performance a True Narrative 
of an Efſay on Woman. The reader therefore naturally 
expects to be informed, not only who was the author, 
but by what means it fell into his (Mr. K---'s) hands. 
He tells you indeed, that part of a certain proof 
ſheet was ſhewn to him by his pus friend Mr. Fa- 
den, at which time, they. both ſeemed very. doubt- 
ful of ever being able to obtain the whole of the 
work: And I dare venture to affirm, they have very 
good reaſons for not making the public acquainted. 
with the means they made uſe of to obtain it. 


As Mr. K--- in his TRE Narrative, neither tells us 
who is the Author, where it was printed, or by what 
means he obtained a complete copy; it ſurely will 
not be an impertinent queſtion to aſk him, How he 
came to know that this work was ever intended to 
be publiſhed? No man in his ſenſes can believe, that 
the Eſſay on Woman, ſuppoſing the contents of it 
to be as bad as Mr. K- has repreſented them 
were ever intended to be made public. And indeed, 
a publication of only the contents would have been 
thought a dangerous undertaking for any perſon but 
that of a divine of the church of England. 1 


Had Mr. K---- ſhewn that ſtrict regard for truth | 
which he profeſſes, I have reaſon to believe he could 
5 : „„ *- 
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have informed the public, that the Eſſay on Woman 
was not written by one perſon only : He could have 
told us that ſome of the greateſt perſonages in this 
kingdom, not only knew that there was ſuch a work 
in being fix or ſeven years ago, bur that they them- 
ſelves aſſiſted in putting it together. He could have 
told us that the diabolical frontiſpiece, of which he 


ſo loudly and juſtly complains, was the invention of 


a noble -I will be bold enough to ſay he could 
likewiſe have informed us of his reaſons for endea- 
vouring no to confine. it to ne an. And moreover 
he ought. to have told us the purpoſe and end that 
were to be anſwered by the publication of his True 


Narrative, which I.own mylelf quite at a loſs to 


gueſs. | 
But-that- the publication of ſuch a Aimſy perfor- 


mance could. anſwer no one good end I will venture . 


to pronounce, except the gratification of Mr. K----'s 
vanity, in making the world acquainted that he has 


had the honour of being chaplain to a noble lord ever. 


ſince he was ordained, can be deemed ſuch. 


But ſays the reverend author, as this progf fell 
into my hands by ſo uncommon. an accident, my own heart 
aſſures me ¶ ſhould have been criminal, if I had inno- 
cently promoted the ſucceſs of it, by an unſeaſonable; and 


pajſtoe ſilence. However ſincere. this profeſſion may 
be, I am of opinion, that the publication of the 
Narrative is more criminal than his filence could 
.have been. A little acquaintance. with human na- 
ture would have convinced Mr. K----, if he is 


— 
—_—_—_ 5 


— * 3 


* 
— 
% 


_—_— * 3 


(® ) 
open to conviction, that it is always beſt to conceal 
thoſe errors and frailties of human nature, the expoſ- 


ing of which may have a bad effect upon the hearts 
of the readers. | 


It will therefore be proper to conſider what, in all 
probability, would have been the conſequence of 
ſuffering the Eſſay on Woman, to have paſſed unno- 
ticed and diſregarded. 9 


A pamphlet is written, by a ſociety of men, mad 


with wine, and wanton with deſire; deſigning, no 


doubt, to create a laugh among themſelves. One, 
more hardy than the reſt, ventures to print a dozen 
copies (for more I am well informed were not print- 
ed) and that with the utmoſt precaution poſſible ; 
even to the ſeeing them ſtruck off himſelf, in order 
to prevent the evil from ſpreading. He gives every 
one of his companions a copy, which, by the by, 
1s only a copy of their own private converſation ; and 


meant as a mere joke among themſelves. The reader 


will do me the juſtice to obſerve, that I do not 1 
tend to ſay any thing in praiſe of theſe kind of jokes, 
which are by no means to be encouraged, becauſe 
in the end, they have a very dangerous tendency ; 


nor can there be a word offered in excuſe for the- 


work in queſtion. LIVE 


Mr. K- by mere accident meets with a few 


pages of this performance ; and tries every means in 
his power to obtain a complete copy. And for what 
end ? Why, that he might have the pleaſure of lay- 
ing the contents of it before the public, and to = 

| | them 


| 
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them acquainted, with what every friend to virtue 
muſt wiſh had been buried in oblivion. Surely this 
cannot be deemed a proper ſtep to check the progreſs. 
of a performance that thouſands would have remained 
ignorant of, but for an act fo inadvertent, ſo impru- 


pent, and fo prejudicial : I fay prejudicial! for every 
body is now calling for the thing itſelf, and I ſhould. 


not be ſurprized to here that a mutilated edition, or 
fomething under the ſame title, and equally bad, 
ſhould be cried about the ſtreets of this metropolis, 


Beſides, I muſt take occafion to obſerve,. that Mr. 
K---= has not been very judicious in making his ex- 


tracts. What can be more. indecent than the fol- 


lowing paſlage.. 


In another of his borrid elicidations, the natural abili= 
ties of the Aſs are made the ſubject of his unclean deſcrip- 


tion, the blameleſs Scripture being ſtill hawled in to be 


reſponſible. Then with a. degree of confidence unheard of 
in any Proteſtant community, the unknowing reader is 


anformed, that ** that Animal was once held in great 
©. efteem, but that fince he had been the Vehicle of the 


« Godhead into Feruſalem, he vas become ridiculous.” 


What he ſays of the nudities of beaſts, &c. is ab- 


lutely a publication of what the authors, I am ſure, 


never would, nor never dare, attempt to make public. 
But a parſon, patronized by a noble lord, and pro- 
tected by the- may perhaps think he may write 
and publiſh with impunity. - 
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And all this is done under a pretence of ſerving 
the community!! As this affair had taken air, and was 
under the conſideration of a reſpectable aſſembly, at 
the weſt end of the town; where the authors have 
no reaſon to expect too much lenity if they have 
ventured beyond the bounds: preſcribed by our ex- 
oellent Laws, I muſt own Mr. K---'s premature per- 
formance, has the appearance of being impertinent, 
malicious, ſelf- intereſted, mean, ſervile, inſignificant, 
and entirely 'uſeles. - ' _ : 1 | ; 


From hence it will appear, that the performance 
before us was not intended to ſerve the cauſe of re- 
ligion, but evidently calculated to prejudice the :/up- 
poſed author, in the eſteem of the public, and to leflen 
the popularity he has deſervedly acquired by aſſert- 
t ing the Riohrs and LiBERTiEs of the people of 
} England, againſt the joint efforts of a vile Scorch 
ation and venal diſaffected Engliſhmen. - | 


S 
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| I ſhall forbear to tell the Public what mean illicit 

| artifices were made uſe of, in order to obtain the 

| copy that has given this offence, becauſe it may pre- 

judice a man, eſteemed an honeſt induſtrious tradeſ- 

| | man; and however intereſt might at that time darken 
| his underſtanding, I have too good an opinion of him 

| Ts, to ſuppoſe that he does not now ſincerely repent he 

| had any thing to do in the affair. 


= Had Mr. K---- and Mr. F when they fat in 
| council upon the poor unfortunate proof ſheet, come 
to a roſolution of committing it to the flames, they 


would 
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would have ſhewed a proper abhorrence of the libel, 


ſerved the cauſe of Virtue and Religion, and ſhewed 
themſelves wiſe men. | | 


It is reported, but with what truth I know not, 
that this curious Narrative contains a number of 
things, relative to the Eſay en Woman, that are 
not true. If this be the caſe it will more plainly 
| ſhew the cauſe the author intended to ſerve ; but as 
I cannot advance this as a fact, I ſhall leave it to 
the further notice of thoſe it more nearly concerns. 


Upon the whole, I give it as my opinion, and I 
know it to be the ſenſe of many others, that if the 
Eflay on Woman contains any thing that can be 
deemed impious, profane, or unlawful, The Genuine 
Narrative publiſhed by the Reverend Mr. Kidgell, 
which not only contains, all the heads, but large ex- 
tracts from the Piece itfelf, is not much leſs criminal, 


more decent, or more-excuſable, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider it comes from the hands of a DIVINE. 


However, to ſhew the public that it is an entirely 
diſintereſted publication ; I hope the reverend author 
will give the profits ariſing from ſo extenſive a ſale 
{that the nature of the ſubje& and the plauſibility of 
his title page will naturally procure) to the Magdalen. 
charity, : | 
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